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UPPER MISSISSIPPI:

+ River Operations Update +

October 1, 2026

LOCK NAME MILEPOINT CLOSURE DATE CLOSURE
Due to dredging operations, the Upper Chain of Rocks Canal
UPPER MISSISSIPPI Entrance will be restricted for navigation from 0700 to 1900
CHANNEL UM 194.1 9/25-TBD hours starting September 25th until further notice.
Lock will be closed October 1st from 0700 - 1700. There will
LOCK 25 UM 241.4 10/1-10/6 be additional closures on October 6th to finish up repairs.
Lock 5A is currently closed due to an incident in the lock
chamber. There is currently no ETA to reopen. More
LOCK 5A UM 728.5 9/30-TBD information to follow.
TENNESSE RIVER:
LOCK NAME MILEPOINT  CLOSURE DATE CLOSURE
Kentucky Lock will begin locking N/B only on September
30th, once Barkley Lock reopens. Kentucky Lock is
tentatively planned for a full closure from October 13
through October 20 to make temporary repairs to the
damaged lock wall. Permanent repairs are tentatively
KENTUCKY LOCK TR 22.3 10-13-10/20 planned to begin in March 2027.

LOWER MISSISSIPPI: LOW WATER SURCHARGES MAY APPLY

LOWER MISSISSIPPI IS CURRENTLY EXPERIENCING LOW WATER CONDITIONS.

TENN-TOMBIGBEE WATERWAY:

LOCK NAME MILEPOINT ‘ CLOSURE DATE CLOSURE
GLOVER WILKINS Scheduled 30-day closure for routine
LOCK 1T 376.3 9/9-10/10/2026 maintenance will occur.
THAD COCHRAN Scheduled 30-day closure for routine
LOCK TT371.1 9/10-10/10/2026 maintenance will occur.
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GULF INTRACOSTAL WATERWAY (GIWW):

LOCK NAME MILEPOINT |

CALCASIEU LOCK — NORTH
CHAMBER WALL PLACEMENT WC 2

38

CLOSURE DATE CLOSURE

+ River Operations Update +

4/18-10/31/2026 Monday — Friday daytime closures.

BRAZOS RIVER FLOOD GATES WC 401

Restrictions have been extended and will
remain in place Monday-Friday, between

9/2026-12/28/2026 0700 and 1900 to allow for repair work.

COLORADO RIVER LOCK WC441.5

Colorado River Lock will be closed daily for
West Lock South Riverside Sector Gate
repairs from 0800 - 1800, excluding

8/19-10/23 weekends and holidays.

MONONGAHELA RIVER:

LOCK NAME MILEPOI

NT  CLOSUREDATE | CLOSURE
Lock 4 will be closed to navigation on Tuesdays,

TBD - No anticipated

J.P. MURTHA LOCK & DAM MR 41.5 8/3-10/1/2026 Wednesdays, and Thursdays from 0600 to 1600.
ILLINOIS RIVER:
LOCK NAME MILEPOINT ‘ CLOSURE DATE ‘ CLOSURE

Weekday (Monday-Friday) lock closures from
0600 - 1800 for rock excavation in channel and

BRANDON ROAD rescheduled closures prior wall construction at the lock approach area.
LOCK IR 286 to Thanksgiving Delays are expected.
ILLINOIS RIVER Full channel closure in Channahon from 1000 -
CHANNEL IR 279.5 10/7/2026 1300 to install fiber optic cable across the river.
BLACK WARRIOR:
LOCK NAME MILEPOINT CLOSURE DATE ‘ CLOSURE
Lock will be closed 5 days a week and open 2 days on
weekends to clear river traffic.
*Closed to navigation 0600 Mondays to 0600 Saturdays
*Open to navigation 0600 Saturdays to 0600 Mondays
-- Sept 11- Oct 1 - Lock open 24/7 for traffic
--Oct 2 - Oct 26- (Closure 2 - 25 day)
1/12/2026- --Oct 27- Nov 6 - 5/2 schedule (5 days a week and open 2
HOLT LOCK BW 347 11/6/2026 days on weekends)
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+ River Operations Update +

OHIO RIVER:
CLOSURE
LOCK NAME MILEPOINT DATE CLOSURE
Smithland Locks & Dams will have a 12-week closure (6 weeks per
chamber) to upgrade the lock controls. The closure will start with
the Land Chamber and once work is complete, the River Chamber
will then be closed. During this time, one chamber will remain open
to navigation traffic. Traffic restrictions on October 1 - 3, 2026 to
SMITHLAND LOCK 8/24- allow retrieval of bulkheads from the bulkhead storage facility.
& DAM OH 918.5 11/16/2026 During 0800-2000 CT, only northbound traffic will be allowed.
Intermittent closure; repairs to the hydraulic systems. One chamber
NEWBURGH LOCK OH 776.1 8/28-10/8 will remain in service to pass traffic at all times.
Closed for a dewatering and repairs to the miter gates. All traffic
OLMSTEAD LOCK OH 946 10/5-11/13 | will use the Land Chamber during this time.
CAPTAIN ANTHONY Beginning August 24th, the main lock chamber will be closed for
MELDAHL LOCK & 8/24/2026- repairs. Work is expected to be completed on or about January 6,
DAM OH 436.0 1/6/2027 2027. All traffic will use the auxiliary chamber during this time.
CANNELTON LOCK Auxiliary chamber will be closed for upgrades. All traffic will use the
& DAM OH 720.7 9/23-10/2 main chamber during this time.
ARKANSAS RIVER:
LOCK NAME MILEPOINT  CLOSURE DATE | CLOSURE
Closed to traffic 0700-1900 and open to traffic 1900-
MURRAY LOCK AR 125 6/15-9/30 0700. Tows will be restricted to 70ft widths
Closed to traffic 0700-1900 and open to traffic 1900-
TOAD SUCK FERRY AR 156 6/15-9/30 0700. Tows will be restricted to 70ft widths
Closed to traffic 0700-1900 and open to traffic 1900-
ARTHUR V ORMOND AR 177 6/15-9/30 0700. Tows will be restricted to 70ft widths
Closed to traffic 0700-1900 and open to traffic 1900-
DARDANELLE AR 205 6/15-9/30 0700. Tows will be restricted to 70ft widths
Closed to traffic 0700-1900 and open to traffic 1900-
OZARK JETTA TAYLOR AR 256 6/15-9/30 0700. Tows will be restricted to 70ft widths
Closed to traffic 0700-1900 and open to traffic 1900-
JAMES W TRIMBLE AR 293 6/15-9/30 0700. Tows will be restricted to 70ft widths
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-Kindly note that, in accordance with the “Tolls, Taxes, or User Charges” clause of Celtic’s Service Agreement,
Celtic reserves the right to assess costs associated with lock delays.
Weather Highlights

Upper Mississippi/Red/Souris: High pressure will maintain quiet weather and fairly low rain chances through the
weekend and into next week. A weak low pressure system may bring light showers to Minnesota on Sat, but dry
weather will quickly return for Sun into early next week. Temps will be mild over the weekend, rising above normal
next week.

Middle Mississippi Valley: Today, a strong cold frontal system will bring periods of heavy rain and a Slight Risk (Level
2/4) of excessive rainfall to southern and eastern lowa, northern/central lllinois, and most of Missouri. Precip
chances and temps will drop on Fri after cold front passage, although southern lllinois and southern Missouri will
still see a Marginal Risk (Level 2/4) of excessive rainfall early tomorrow. Rain chances across the region will be low-
minimal over the weekend and into next week as high pressure dominates the region.

Lower Mississippi Valley: Increasing moisture flow from the Gulf will boost shower chances near the coast today.
Tomorrow, the arrival of the cold front will bring widespread showers along with a Marginal Risk (Level 1/4) of
excessive rainfall across the Lower Mississippi River. Rain chances will increase further over the weekend, and
locally heavy rain across southern Mississippi and for southern Louisiana will bring a Slight Risk (Level 2/4) for
excessive rainfall on Sat. Areas along the Gulf will also see a Slight Risk (Level 2/4) for excessive rainfall on Sun. Rain
chances drop across the region early next week while scattered showers persist along the coast.

QPF Totals

Upper Mississippi/Red/Souris: 0.00” to 1.50” of liquid precipitation.
Middle Mississippi/Lower Ohio Valley: 0.25” to 2.50” of liquid precipitation.
Lower Mississippi Valley: 0.25” to 10.00” of liquid precipitation.

Howard Holzer-MVD Meteorologist
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