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September 3, 2026 

 
TENNESSE RIVER: LOCK ASSIST CHARGES WILL APPLY 

Due to an allision at Kentucky Lock, the upper guide wall was damaged, resulting in additional delays. Lock-

assist procedures will be implemented for all northbound and southbound traffic, with helper vessels 

required to assist tows into and out of the lock. All vessels will require helper assistance regardless of tow 

size, which is expected to further slow lockages and result in lock assist costs. 

 

CUMBERLAND RIVER: Kentucky Lock is experiencing longer than normal delays due to Barkley Lock closure 

and guide wall damage.  

LOCK NAME MILEPOINT CLOSURE DATE CLOSURE 

BARKLEY LOCK CR 30.6 7/22-9/30/2026 

CLOSED to navigation starting at 0600 CST  
to make repairs to the miter gates. Traffic 
may pass by taking the alternate route via 

Kentucky Lock and the Barkley Canal. 

 

TENN-TOMBIGBEE WATERWAY:  

LOCK NAME MILEPOINT CLOSURE DATE CLOSURE 

GLOVER WILKINS 
LOCK TT 376.3 9/9-10/10/2026 

Scheduled 30-day closure for routine 
maintenance will occur. 

THAD COCHRAN 
LOCK TT3 71.1 9/10-10/10/2026 

Scheduled 30-day closure for routine 
maintenance will occur. 

 

MONONGAHELA RIVER:  

LOCK NAME MILEPOINT CLOSURE DATE CLOSURE 

J.P. MURTHA LOCK & 
DAM MR 41.5 8/3-10/1/2026 

Lock 4 will be closed to navigation on 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays from 

0600 to 1600.  
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LOWER MISSISSIPPI: LOW WATER SURCHARGES MAY APPLY 

LOWER MISSISSIPPI IS CURRENTLY EXPERIENCING LOW WATER CONDITIONS. 

LOCK NAME MILEPOINT CLOSURE DATE CLOSURE 

HARVEY LOCK  LM 98 8/10- TBD  

Harvey Lock is closed until further notice 
due to reverse head conditions. River stages 
impacting reverse head conditions are not 
anticipated to improve in the near future. 
Algiers Lock can be used as an alternate 
route. 

 

 

PORT ALLEN ROUTE:  

LOCK NAME MILEPOINT CLOSURE DATE CLOSURE 

UNION PACIFIC MORLEY 
RAILROAD BRIDGE PA 56 9/22-9/23 

Morley Railroad Bridge will be closed to 
finalize the ongoing rehabilitation project. 

 
 
       GULF INTRACOSTAL WATERWAY (GIWW): 

LOCK NAME MILEPOINT CLOSURE DATE CLOSURE 

CALCASIEU LOCK – 
NORTH CHAMBER 
WALL PLACEMENT WC 238 4/18-10/31/2026 Monday – Friday daytime closures. 

COLORADO RIVER 
LOCK WC 441.5 8/19-9/18/2026 

Colorado River Lock will be closed daily for 
West Lock South Riverside Sector Gate 

repairs.  

 
       ILLINOIS RIVER:  

LOCK NAME MILEPOINT CLOSURE DATE CLOSURE 

BRANDON ROAD 
LOCK IR 286 9/21/2026-4/28/2028 

Weekday (Monday-Friday) lock closures 
from 0600 - 1800 for rock excavation in 

channel and wall construction at the lock 
approach area. Delays are expected. 
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OHIO RIVER:  

LOCK NAME MILEPOINT CLOSURE DATE CLOSURE 

EMSWORTH LOCK OH 6.2 4/27-9/4/2026 

The auxiliary chamber will be closed daily 
from 0600 to 2359, and the primary chamber 
will have intermittent closures for filling valve 

maintenance. 

SMITHLAND LOCK & 
DAM  OH 918.5 8/24-11/16/2026 

Smithland Locks & Dams will have a 12-week 
closure (6 weeks per chamber) to upgrade 

the lock controls. The closure will start with 
the Land Chamber and once work is 

complete, the River Chamber will then be 
closed. During this time, one chamber will 

remain open to navigation traffic. 

NEWBURGH LOCK   OH 776.1 8/28-10/8 

Intermittent closure; repairs to the hydraulic 
systems. One chamber will remain in service 

to pass traffic at all times. 

OLMSTEAD LOCK  OH 946 10/3-11/13 

Closed for a dewatering and repairs to the 
miter gates. All traffic will use the Land 
Chamber during this time. 

 

CAPTAIN ANTHONY 
MELDAHL LOCK & 

DAM OH 436.0 8/24/2026-1/6/2027 

Beginning August 24th, the main lock 
chamber will be closed for repairs. Work is 

expected to be completed on or 
about January 6, 2027. All traffic will use the 

auxiliary chamber during this time. 

CANNELTON LOCK 
CHAMBER OH 720.7 8/31-9/19 

Cannelton Auxiliary Chamber will be closed to 
upgrade lock controls and install an interlock 
system. All traffic will use the Main Chamber 

during this time. 
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      ARKANSAS RIVER:  

LOCK NAME MILEPOINT CLOSURE DATE CLOSURE 

MURRAY LOCK   AR 125 6/15 -9/30 
Closed to traffic 0700-1900 and open to traffic 1900-

0700. Tows will be restricted to 70ft widths 

TOAD SUCK FERRY AR 156 6/15 -9/30 
Closed to traffic 0700-1900 and open to traffic 1900-

0700. Tows will be restricted to 70ft widths 

ARTHUR V ORMOND AR 177 6/15 -9/30 
Closed to traffic 0700-1900 and open to traffic 1900-

0700. Tows will be restricted to 70ft widths 

DARDANELLE AR 205 6/15 -9/30 
Closed to traffic 0700-1900 and open to traffic 1900-

0700. Tows will be restricted to 70ft widths 

OZARK JETTA TAYLOR AR 256 6/15 -9/30 
Closed to traffic 0700-1900 and open to traffic 1900-

0700. Tows will be restricted to 70ft widths 

JAMES W TRIMBLE  AR 293 6/15 -9/30 
Closed to traffic 0700-1900 and open to traffic 1900-

0700. Tows will be restricted to 70ft widths 

 

 

BLACK WARRIOR: 

LOCK NAME MILEPOINT CLOSURE DATE CLOSURE 

HOLT LOCK BW 347 1/12/2026-11/6/2026 

Lock will be closed 5 days a week and open 
2 days on weekends to clear river traffic. 
*Closed to navigation 0600 Mondays to 

0600 Saturdays 
*Open to navigation 0600 Saturdays to 

0600 Mondays 
--July 13- Sept 10 ( Closure1 - 60 day) 

-- Sept 11- Oct 1 - Lock open 24/7 for traffic 
--Oct 2 - Oct 26- (Closure 2 - 25 day) 

--Oct 27- Nov 6 - 5/2 schedule (5 days a 
week and open 2 days on weekends) 
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  UPPER MISSISSIPPI: 

LOCK NAME MILEPOINT CLOSURE DATE CLOSURE 

LOCK #25 UM 241.4 8/10-9/19 
Lock will be closed daily from 0700 - 1900 on Monday to 

Saturday from August 10th to September 19th for repairs. 

SMITH BAY CHANNEL UM 529.8-530.1 7/27-TBD 

Hydraulic dredging operations began July 27th and will 
continue until further notice at Smith Bay. Dredging will be 

performed 7 days a week, 24 hours per day. Passing of traffic 
will be allowed at 0000, 1100, and 2100 as follows: passenger 
vessels will have priority, followed by NB traffic and lastly SB 

traffic. 

 

-Kindly note that, in accordance with the “Tolls, Taxes, or User Charges” clause of Celtic’s Service Agreement, 

Celtic reserves the right to assess costs associated with lock delays. 
Weather Highlights:  

• Upper Mississippi/Red/Souris: Today, scattered thunderstorms present a Slight Risk (Level 2/5) of severe weather as 

well as a Marginal Risk (Level 1/4) of excessive rainfall for NE North Dakota, NW Minnesota, and S Wisconsin. 

Temperatures will be above normal and will see a gradual increase until a cold front arrives on Sun, which will bring 

another Marginal Risk (Level 1/4) of excessive rainfall for most of North Dakota and Minnesota. 

• Middle Mississippi Valley: Storms will generally remain to the north today, but redevelopment tomorrow will bring 

a Marginal Risk (Level 1/5) of severe weather for the E half of Iowa and the N half of Illinois. Southern Illinois and 

Missouri will see minimal precip chances until Sun. Temperatures will remain above normal. Due to an intense heat 

wave, Extreme Heat Warnings are in effect from Davenport through Cairo. 

• Lower Mississippi Valley: Shower and storm chances will remain increased along the gulf coast, with a Marginal Risk 

(Level 1/4) of excessive rainfall for S Louisiana and S Mississippi today and tomorrow. For central Mississippi and 

northern Louisiana, rain chances will gradually increase through Sat, allowing a slight drop in high temps by the 

weekend. Hot, dry weather will persist for the rest of the Lower Mississippi, with an Excessive Heat Warning active 

for SE Missouri, S Illinois, and W Kentucky. 

QPF Totals 

• Upper Mississippi/Red/Souris: 0.01” to 3.00” of liquid precipitation. 

• Middle Mississippi/Lower Ohio Valley: 0.00” to 0.25” of liquid precipitation. 

• Lower Mississippi Valley: 0.01” to 2.50” of liquid precipitation. 

Howard Holzer – MVD/National Weather Service Meteorologist 

 


